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^  The  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company. 


To  the  Stockholders  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company. 

THE  President  and  Managers  of  the  Schuylkill  JVa- 
vigation  Company ,  submit  to  the  Stockholders,  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Company  for  the  last  year,  together  with  a 
report  of  the  present  state  of  the  improvements  under  their 
care. 

A  freshet  which  raised  the  water  in  the  river  Schuyl¬ 
kill  in  February  last,  to  an  unusual  height,  fully  tried  the 
security  of  the  works  heretofore  erected;  and,  although 
some  breaches  were  made  in  the  Canal  banks  at  Flat 
j  Rock,  and  some  trifling  injury  to  the  dams  and  locks  be¬ 
tween  Flat  Rock  and  Perkiomen,  yet  the  damage  on  the* 
J  whole  was  of  small  amount. 
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During  the  past  season,  all  these  places  have  been  tho¬ 
roughly  repaired,  and  such  additional  strength  given  as 
was  believed  necessary  for  their  future  preservation  from 
the  effects  of  a  similar  freshet. 

The  works  are  now  in  good  order  from  the  great  falls 
to  Pawling’s  bridge,  and  are  believed  to  be  of  sufficient 
strength  to  resist  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  or  the  ut¬ 
most  violence  of  the  current.  The  Canal  3  miles  long, 
opposite  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  with  the  locks  and 
dam,  have  been  so  far  completed,  as  to  admit  of  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  boats,  making  a  navigation  of  7  miles,  and  over¬ 
coming  a  fall  of  14  feet. 

The  Canal  at  Custard’s  Island  commenced  last  year  of 
3  miles  in  length,  has  this  year  been  extended  about  2 
miles  further  up  to  Finkebiner’s  Hill.  The  work  on  this 
Canal  is  nearly  completed:  the  locks  at  the  lower  end  are 
partly  built;  the  work  at  the  guard  lock  and  abutments 
for  the  dam  have  been  commenced,  and  the  timber  for 
the  dam  is  at  hand  near  the  Scite.  It  is  probable  this  im¬ 
provement  will  be  completed  by  the  first  of  August  next; 
it  will  overcome  a  fall  of  10  feet,  and  will  back  up  the 
water  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Pidgeon  Creek,  at  which 
point  commences  a  Canal  22  miles  long,  extending  to  the 
dam  at  Lewis’s  Falls  The  excavation  of  this  Canal  was 
let  out  on  contract  last  winter,  to  be  finished  by  the  first 
of  last  November,  but  an  unusual  degree  of  sickness  and 
mortality  prevailing  at  that  season  of  the  year,  which  is 
generally  considered  as  the  most  favorable  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  labor,  interrupted  the  progress  of  the  work, 
and  atone  period,  nearly  suspended  all  operations;  but, 
notwithstanding  this  serious  calamity,  we  feel  much  sa¬ 
tisfaction  in  being  able  to  state,  that  the  excavation  of 
earth,  and  removal  of  rocks  in  the  whole  line  of  the  Ca¬ 
nal  is  nearly  brought  to  a  close;  much  heavy  embankment 
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has  been  made,  the  greater  number  of  culverts  hi  ve  been 
finished,  and  of  the  bridges  which  w  ill  be  required  on  this 
line,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  various  farms,  and  the 
public  roads,  many  of  the  most  expensive  have  been  built. 
The  guard  lock  and  feeders  are  nearly  completed,  and  one 
lock  of  11  feet  lift  is  finished  in  a  substantial  manner,  and 
of  superior  workmanship,  the  cut  stone  for  the  other  locks 
is  provided,  and  the  lock  pits  chiefly* dug  out,  and  the 
whole  work  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  leave  no 
doubt,  that  this  CanaL  as.  well  as  the  Canal  below,  will 
be  fit  for  navigation  by  the  first  of  August  next,  if  not  at 
an  earlier  period.  This  improvement  will  overcome  a  fall 
of  76  feet. 

The  2  locks  in  the  arm  adjoining  Mifflin’s  Island,  a  little 
below  Reading,  being  improperly  located,  and  badly  built 
under  the  direction  of  a  former  Engineer,  it  became  ne¬ 
cessary  to  erect  2  others  at  the  dam  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  which  have  been  finished,  and  contribute 
greatly  to  facilitate  the  navigation.  Thus,  connecting  all 
the  works  from  Philadelphia  to  the  lower  line  of  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Reading. 

Thomas  Oakes  our  Engineer,  though  several  times  laid 
up  with  the  prevailing  sickness,  and  constantly  pressed 
with  the  concerns  of  the  company,  has,  notwithstanding 
laid  out  the  routs  for  2  Canals  and  other  works  connected 
therewith,  commencing  at  the  end  of  the  improvements 
above  Hamburg,  and  extending  down  to  within  5  miles 
of  the  borough  of  Reading,  which  having  been  examined 
by  a  committee  of  the  board,  have  been  fully  approved. 
The  first  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  commences  with  a 
dam  5  feet  high,  a  short  distance  above  Hamburg,  thence 
extending  downward  about  10  miles,  terminates  on  Alt- 
house’s  land,  overcoming  a  fall  of  about  90  feet.  About 
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half  a  mile  below  the  termination  of  the  last  Canal  is  to 
be  a  dam  8  feet  high,  founded  on  a  rock;  at  this  dam  the 
second  Canal  commences  on  the  west  side  of  the  river* 
and  continues  down  to  Koenig's  Hock,  a  distance  of  about 
3  miles.  Below  this  rock  about  two  and  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  will  be  a  darn  15  feet  high,  also  founded  on  a  rock, 
which  will  swell  the  water  to  the  outlet  of  the  preceding 
Canal.  The  route  of  a  Canal  from  this  dam  to  the  lower 
end  of  Reading,  is  not  yet  decided  on;  considerable  diffi¬ 
culties  resist  the  pursuit  of  any  course  of  improvement 
which  has  hitherto  been  presented  to  our  view,  arising 
chiefly  from  the  opposition  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Reading  on  one  side  of  the  river,  and  the  inequalities  of 
the  ground  and  rocky  bluffs  on  the  other.  The  excava¬ 
tion  of  the  earth,  the  digging  of  lock  pits,  and  blowing  of 
rocks  on  the  Canals  laid  out  above  Reading,  are  nearly 
all  let  out  on  contract,  and  the  work  in  several  places  has 
actually  commenced;  and  from  this  early  commencement 
of  operations  on  this  section,  we  are  induced  to  believe 
the  whole  may  be  finished  in  the  course  of  the  next,  or  at 
farthest  by  the  middle  of  the  succeeding  season 

Some  additional  improvements  have  been  made  the 
past  season  to  the  dams  and  other  works  heretofore  erect¬ 
ed  between  Hamburg  and  Mont  Carbon,  at  the  head  of 
the  navigation,  in  order  to  render  them  more  secure. 

From  the  foregoing  views  it  will  appear,  that  the  whole 
contemplated  improvements  of  the  navigation  of  the  River 
Schuylkill  from  Fair  Mount  to  the  great  landing  places 
for  coal  and  the  other  productions  of  the  upper  country, 
are  chiefly  done  and  under  contract  to  be  done,  except 
about  5  miles  and  a  half,  at  and  immediately  above  the 
borough  of  Reading,  which,  as  before  mentioned,  is  not 
yet  contracted  for;  thus  reducing  to  a  very  narrow  compass 
all  that  remains  to  be  done,  for  completing  a  safe  slack 
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water  navigation  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia  to  the 
coal  mines  in  Schuylkill  County.  From  the  aforesaid 
great  landings,  upwards,  to  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  2  miles,  the  improvements  may  be  made  at  a 
small  expense;  but  as  the  coal  and  other  country  produce 
intended  for  the  Philadelphia  market,  will  all  be  shipped 
below  this  section,  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  make  pro¬ 
vision  for  this  improvement  at  present. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  it  may  not  be  improper  .to 
remark,  that  on  the  Flat  Rock  Canal,  815  inches  of  wa¬ 
ter-power  has  been  let  at  an  annual  rent  of  8  dollars  per 
inch:  also,  50  inches  at  an  annual  rent  of  dollars;  and 
150  inches  has  been  exchanged  in  part  for  25  acres  of 
land  of  great  importance  to  the  company,  and  in  part  as  a 
compensation  for  damages;  much  additional  strength  has, 
during  the  last  season  been  given  to  the  works  of  this  place, 
which  will  have  the  effect  of  creating  more  confidence  in 
the  minds  of  persons  disposed  to  make  use  of  the  surplus 
vrater  for  manufactories,  and  thus  reimburse  the  company 
the  expense  that  has  been  incurred. 

The  two  preceding  seasons  of  epidemic  have  not  only 
retarded  the  progress  of  our  operations,  but  greatly  in¬ 
creased  the  amount  of  expenditure,  which,  with  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  bridges  not  taken  into  former  estimates,  together 
with  the  various  sums  paid  for  damages,  and  the  more  du¬ 
rable  mode  of  erecting  the  works,  will  swell  the  amount 
required  for  the  perfect  completion  of  the  improvement 
considerably  beyond  the  amount  heretofore  contemplated, 
and  render  it  necessary  to  make  an  additional  subscrip¬ 
tion  to  the  capital  stock. 

If  sufficient  funds  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  ma¬ 
nagers,  no  doubt  is  entertained — indeed  he  prospect  is 
sure,  that  the  Stockholders  will  be  entirely  remunerated 
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with  an  adequate  income  arising  from  the  immense  trade 
which  must  necessarily  be  in  operation  on  these  improve¬ 
ments,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted , 

By  order  of  the  Board} 

CADWALADER  EVANS,  Pres . 

Philadelphia,  Dec.2Q ,  1822. 

From  information  received  from  our  Engineer,  since 
the  foregoing  report  was  made  out,  it  appears  there  are 
from  4  to  500  men  at  work  on  the  Canals  between  Read¬ 
ing  and  Hamburg. 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company, 
from  the  commencement  to  the  1st  of 


December,  1822. 

Amount  received  from  Subscribers 9 

8811,015 

IS 

Amount  received  for  Tolls ,  .  .  .  . 

5,085 

80 

Amount  received  for  Rents ,  .  .  ,  . 

1,754 

21 

Amount  received  for  Inter estj  .  .  . 

3,151 

50 

1 

Amount  received  from  Real  Estate y  , 

326 

27 

8821,332 

96 

Amount  paid  for  improvements ,  .  . 

.  8750,447 

49 

Amount  paid  for  Land ,  .... 

46,545 

15 

Amount  paid  for  damages ,  .... 

29,634 

7 

8819,626 

71 

Balance  in  Cashy . 

1,706 

25 

5582  i,  332 

96 
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Jit  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Schuylkill  JVaviga- 

tion  Company ,  held  by  adjournment ,  at  their  Office , 

Thursday ,  January  9th ,  1822. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Stock¬ 
holders  on  the  6th  inst.  was  read,  and  after  an  amendment, 
was  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Stockholders  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company, 
held  on  the  6th  inst.  to  examine  the  Report  and  State¬ 
ment  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  to  recommend  such 
further  measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  com¬ 
plete  the  undertaking, 

Report — That  in  their  opinion  the  proceedings  of  the; 
managers,  and  the  present  state  of  the  works  under  their 
care,  afford  strong  evidence  of  their  intelligence  and  in¬ 
dustry,  and  of  the  superior  talents  and  assiduity  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Oakes,  their  engineer,  and  that  it  is  with  much 
satisfaction  they  find  the  work  so  far  advanced  towards 
its  final  completion.  To  accomplish  which,  additional 
funds  will  be  requisite,  and  they  believe  a  further  sub¬ 
scription  of  6000  shares  will  be  adequate  to  accomplish 
this  desirable  object.  The  large  amount  of  capital  al¬ 
ready  expended,  and  which  must  remain  unproductive 
until  the  completion  of  the  work,  forcibly  points  out  the 
propriety  of  furnishing  the  necessary  means  to  accomplish 
the  undertaking  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible;  when  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  of  the  stockholders,  they  have 
a  fair  prospect  of  an  ample  remuneration.  They  there¬ 
fore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved ,  That  the  board  of  managers  be  requested  to 
enter  into  contracts  forthwith  for  making  a  canal,  locks, 
and  other  works,  by  such  route  as  they  may  deem  most 
eligible,  from  Koenig’s  Rock  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
Borough  of  Reading,  so  as  to  complete  the  connection 
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between  the  upper  and  lower  sections  of  the  improve¬ 
ments. 

Resolved ,  That  an  additional  subscription  be  opened 
for  such  number  of  shares,  as,  with  the  six  hundred  and 
seventy  shares  subscribed  since  the  29th  of  November 
last,  will  make  up  six  thousand  shares.  The  first  payment 
upon  the  said  six  thousand  shares,  of  ten  dollars  on  each 
share  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  February  next,  and 
that  a  committee  of  eight  be  appointed  to  procure  sub¬ 
scribers  thereto,  and  make  report  to  an  adjourned  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  20th  instant,  at  1 1  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Resolved ,  That  the  board  of  managers  be  directed  to 
have  their  Report  and  Statements,  and  these  Resolutions, 
printed  and  distributed  to  the  Stockholders. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Philad .  Tan.  7,  1823. 

JAMES  C.  FISHER, 

WM.  SANSOM, 

JOSEPH  TAGERT, 
JOHN  WHITE, 

SAMUEL  RICHARDS. 

Messrs .  William  Sansom ,  William  Abbott ,  Elliot  Cres- 
son,  Lindsey  Nicholson,  William  Boyd ,  Samuel  Mifflin , 
Peter  Hahn  and  Samuel  Richards ,  were  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  receive  subscriptions . 

JAMES.  C.  FISHER,  Chairman . 
JOHN  WHITE,  Secretary . 
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